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CHRONOLOGY 

Born at Danville, Vermont, September 28. 

Constructing Engineer of railroad from St. 
Johnsbury to Cambridge, Vermont. 

Chief Engineer for consthiction of rail- 
road through the Crawford Notch, White 
Mountains. 

Went to South America and was ap- 
pointed second assistant to Dr. Benjamin 
Apthorp Gould in the Astronomical Ob- 
servatory at Cordoba, Argentina. 

Appointed Director of the Argentine 
Meteorological Service. 

Married in Boston to Mabel Quincy, 
December 4. 

Moved the administration offices of the 
Argentine Weather Service, largely in- 
creased in scope, from Cordoba to Buenos 
Aires. 

Resigned as Director of Weather Service, 
and returned to United States. 

Died at Danville, Vermont, April 30. 
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WALTER GOULD DAVIS 

Sy Robert DeCourcy Ward 

Profetsor of Climatology, Harvard Univenity 
(Reprinted from &r«iw», July 4» 1919) 

TiE meteorological service of the Argentine 
Republic will be the enduring monument of 
Walter Gould Davis, whose death on April 
30, at his old homestead in Danville, Vermont, re- 
moved one of the world's best-known and most 
highly respected meteorologists. 

As a young man Mr. Davis went to Argentina to 
serve as assistant to Dr. Benjamin Apthorp Gould, 
who founded the Astronomical Observatory at 
Cordoba, and, in 1872, established the Ai^entine 
Meteorological Service, which was installed in the 
Astronomical Observatory, the two organizations 
being independent of each other, although under the 
same director. Dr. Gould continued in charge of 
this service until towards the end of 1884, when he 
left Argentina, and in 1885 Mr. Davis succeeded 
him as director, continuing in that position until his 
retirement in May, 191 5, after thirty years of active 
work. Under Mr. Davis's able leadership, the 
Argentine Meteorological Service attained a posi- 
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tion in the very front rank of government meteoro- 
logical organizations. When he resigned his post, 
to secure well-deserved rest and to seek to regain 
his health in his own country, the Argentine service 
extended over an area of nearly 3,000 miles in a 
north and south line, its southernmost station being 
in the South Orkney Islands, in latitude 60° 43' 
south. Over 2,000 stations were then cooperating 
in the work of taking meteorological and magnetic 
observations. The morning and evening observa- 
tions from nearly 200 stations were being used in the 
construction of the daily weather map, in addition 
to the daily rainfall records from about 1,350 rain- 
fall stations. 

The development of meteorological work under 
Mr. Davis was rapid and many-sided. In 1885, 
the year in which he became director, the Meteoro- 
logical Office (Oficina Meteorologica Argentina) was 
made a separate organization, and its headquarters 
were moved from the Astronomical Observatory to 
a larger and better building, especially built for the 
purpose, the grounds immediately adjoining. In 
1 901 the central office was moved to Buenos Aires, 
where the telegraphic and other facilities for the 
preparation of a daily weather map, publication of 
which was begun on February 21, 1902, were much 
greater than at Cordoba. A hydrometric section 
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was established in 1902; a magnetic section and a 
forecasting service in 1964; a rainfall service in 
191 2, and a system of weekly, or longer forecasts in 
191 5. The section of climatic statistics has con- 
tinued to have its headquarters at Cordoba, where 
it collects and compiles climatological data, main- 
tains a first-class observatory, and is carrying on 
researches in agricultural meteorology. 

Mr. Davis was a tremendously keen, active, and 
progressive director. He was not only an unusually 
efficient executive officer, but he was also a man of 
wide learning and of a great variety of interests. 
Both as director and as a man, he had the respect 
and loyal devotion of all his associates and employees. 
He was always well abreast of the times, and often 
was a pioneer in keeping ahead of the times. Not 
content with covering the mainland of his great 
district with meteorological stations, he extended 
his service into the Antarctic province to the south. 
An illustration of his desire to have the organization 
under his control contribute in every possible way 
to the advancement of meteorological knowledge 
was his acquirement, in 1904, of the meteorological 
and magnetic station at Laurie Island, in the South 
Orkneys, which had originally been established by 
the Scottish Antarctic Expedition. Since 1904, this 
remote southern station has been operated, with- 
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out a break in its records, as a part of the Argentine 
Meteorological Service. The personnel of this lonely 
outpost is relieved only once each year, when supplies 
are sent for the coming twelve months. The men 
are then completely isolated, without (at last ac- 
counts) any mail or cable communication, until the 
relief vessel returns the following year. Under 
these conditions of extreme loneliness and hardship, 
the observers at Laurie Island have maintained their 
observations for fifteen years. This is a remarkable 
record of scientific work of the greatest importance 
in the study of world meteorology. In his Laurie 
Island station Mr. Davis always took great pride, 
and well he might do so. 

Fully alive to all the needs of his service, Mr. 
Davis called to help him in his scientific work the 
best meteorologists whom he could find. From 
this country, he secured Professor F. H. Bigelow, 
formerly of the Weather Bureau, who has had charge 
of the magnetic work in Argentina since September, 
1910; Mr. H. H. Clayton, formerly of Blue Hill 
Observatory, and since 19 13 chief of the Department 
of Forecasts in Buenos Aires; Mr. L. G. Schultz, 
chief of the magnetic section until 191 5, and others. 
Mr. George O. Wiggin, the present director of the 
Argentine Meteorological Office, is also a native of 
the United States. 
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The high quality of Mr. Davis's work was fully 
appreciated by his meteorological colleagues every- 
where. His reputation as a meteorologist and as 
the successful administrative head of a large and 
remarkably efficient organization won for him a posi- 
tion on the International Meteorological Committee, 
the highest international authority on meteorology. 
This was a well-deserved recognition of the impor- 
tance of his contributions to meteorology, and of 
his sound judgment on scientific matters. 

The many publications of the Argentine Meteor- 
ological Service which were issued under Mr. 
Davis's direction constitute an inspiring record of 
splendid work, well-planned, thoroughly organized, 
and ably carried out. For comparatively few 
countries are there available such excellent meteoro- 
logical and climatological publications, some of them 
in English, as the Argentine Meteoro ogical Service 
has sent out. 

By the death of Walter Gould Davis the world 
has lost one of its most eminent meteorologists, and 
those of his colleagues who had the privilege of 
knowing him have lost a warm-hearted, sympathetic, 
and helpful friend. 
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SOME PERSONAL 
REMINISCENCES 

Sy Thomas G. Rector 

Director of the Cordoba Section 
Argentine Weather Service 

A LIST of the works and achievements in the 
scientific and practical world accomplished 
by Walter G. Davis during a long and 
strenuous life would make a brilliant and inspiring 
record in any sphere of human endeavor; but the 
chief monument he left as the result of his tireless 
energy was the establishment and organization of 
the Argentine Weather Service, of which he was in 
every sense the creator. True, there had been a 
small beginning made by E)r. Gould, the brilliant 
astronomer, who established the Cordoba Observa- 
tory. A few meteorological stations in charge of 
voluntary observers had been established, and ama- 
teurs had made observations which were collected 
and published; but these, in the light of modern 
scrutiny, are of doubtful value. 

It was not until Dr. Gould had withdrawn from 
active life that the "Oficina Meteorologica Argen- 
tina," as an entity, came into being, and young 
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Davis, who up to that time had been his assistant 
in astronomical work, was appointed Director. He 
had no special preparation for this work, as his 
previous studies had been directed to the line of 
civil engineering, in which he had already, at the 
early age of twenty-two, made a brilliant start, 
holding the responsible position of Chief Engineer 
and Constructor of the White Mountain Division of 
the Portland and Ogdensburg Railway. The Frank- 
enstein Trestle and the construction of the road 
through the famous Crawford Notch were the direct 
work of his brains and ingenuity. He and his gang 
of 1,000 men passed four years in the Notch build- 
ing the railroad, and immediately upon the con- 
clusion of this work he sailed for South America. 

On being appointed Director of the meteorological 
service, it was characteristic of the man to enter on 
his new duties with .that boundless enthusiasm 
which set at naught all difficulties and deficiencies. 
His wide readingj close application, and retentive 
memory served him as an abundant substitute for 
any technical course of study. To make a practical 
success of this new-born meteorological service was 
a herculean task, and it would be difficult for the 
present generation to realize all the obstacles that 
had to be faced. In those days very few people could 
be convinced of any practical value of meteorology, 
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the public being absolutely indifferent, when not 
actually contemptuous. Ignorance of the subject 
was general, even among the educated Argentines. 
Ministers of public instruction came into office who 
had to be informed that there existed a weather serv- 
ice and what were its objects and scope. But 
young Davis was just the man to enlighten them, 
which he usually did so effectively that, when he 
had explained about the work, he had in the minister 
a staunch supporter and personal friend. No doubt 
one great factor in his subsequent success was his 
personal popularity and infectious optimism, always 
looking at things through rose-colored glasses and 
being able to induce others to do the same. He 
became the great apostle of meteorology and 
preached his gospel far and wide. 

It was the good fortune of the present writer to 
be associated with him as assistant, in all those 
years of intense labor and many disappointments, 
and consequently to witness at short range his 
heroic struggle against heavy odds. At the com- 
mencement there were no funds to pay observers, 
and, as a natural result, reliable data were hard to 
obtain. He was able, however, to interest a certain 
number of men, representing all social ranks and 
conditions, in making voluntary observations of 
the principal meteorological elements. The only rec- 
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ompense was the satisfaction of having performed a 
patriotic duty, or the pleasure of being associated 
with so agreeable a personage as Mr. Davis. But 
the most serious, and at the same time most intan- 
gible, obstacle in the way of success was public 
apathy. 

The young Director, however, was a man of clear 
vision and wide horizon, and early appreciated that 
the key to the situation would be to enlist the sup- 
port of the large business men, and to convince them 
of the practical value of meteorology for the indus- 
tries or activities which they represented. But 
hard-headed business men were skeptical, and had 
to be wrestled with, and it required a lot of wrestling 
to overcome their prejudices, as most of them had 
hailed from the British Isles, where the love of inno- 
vation has not degenerated into a vice. 

Managers of railways were approached unoffi- 
cially at the post-prandial and psychological hour 
when cigars were beginning to draw and conversa- 
tion became personal, when it would be hinted by 
Mr. Davis that about the only thing lacking to make 
the administration of their line a howling success 
was a rain service in conjunction with the meteoro- 
logical service. The managers were always most 
willing to do a personal favor for their friend Davis, 
but business was business, and they did not share 
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his belief that such a service would be of material 
benefit to their companies, or, in plain words, they 
did not wish to be burdened with the trouble and 
expense of such a nonsensical fad. When the 
Director, however, oflFered to furnish rain gauges 
gratisy and to defray the cost of installation, only 
asking in return that the station masters measure 
the rain and send in monthly reports, they reluc- 
tantly consented. 

The railway employees did not look with favor 
on this slight increase in their duties, and were not 
backward in expressing their discontent; conse- 
quently, it was not to be expected that their monthly 
reports would be any substantial contribution to 
scientific knowledge. Usually, after a few months, 
the DirectoJr would be informed that the rain gauges 
were not working satisfactorily, and a personal in- 
spection usually revealed the fact that they had 
served as targets for revolver practice. The op- 
timistic Director did not lose courage, but persisted 
in his efforts, until one of the principal roads 
took up the matter in earnest, and station masters 
received strict orders that the rain was to be meas- 
ured, since the management needed the informa- 
tion. Small maps of the railway line were struck 
oflF, with a little square in blank at each point where 
a rain station was located. Each day the amount 
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of rain was noted in its corresponding square, which 
showed graphically and numerically the rainfall 
over the territory traversed by the line. Copies of 
these maps were posted in the station at Buenos 
Aires and soon became a source of interest, but it 
was many years before another railway took up the 
matter seriously. But they were not left in peace, 
until they finally saw light, and in 191 1 the principal 
railroads shared Mr. Davis's enthusiasm as to the 
practical need of regular rain observations. Today 
in every railway line in Argentina worthy the name 
there is a well-equipped rain service, so that before 
9 A.M. every morning a rain report of the previous 
twenty-four hours is on the desk of all of the rail- 
way officials, for they claim that the day's business 
is largely determined by the weather conditions on 
their lines. Not only railways, but telephone lines, 
land and timber companies, and many other com- 
mercial enterprises, gave gratuitously their most 
hearty cooperation, and they have become convinced 
that the data obtained are of the greatest importance 
for their material interests. This is but an example 
of the many instances in which valuable aid was 
obtained and at the same time demonstrated to the 
people the importance of Mr. Davis's chosen work, 
so that today there is probably no country in the 
world in which there is a more widespread and in- 
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telligent interest in weather conditions, due to the 
unflagging zeal of the one man who for thirty years 
was the heart and soul of the service. 

It is a matter of history, and beyond the purpose 
of this sketch, to tell how the Argentine Meteoro- 
logical Office from a small beginning expanded and 
grew, adding a magnetic and hydrographic and 
forecast department with daily weather maps and 
monthly bulletins, and installing two sub-polar 
stations far beyond the limits of man's habitat. 
When Mr. Davis retired, it was the most important 
weather service in the southern hemisphere. 

Had fate decreed that his life's work should fall 
in another sphere, where the material rewards and 
honors were commensurate with the achievements, 
his fame today would not be confined to the land of 
his adoption and a small circle of scientific men. 

Another successful enterprise in which he was the 
vitalizing factor was the stocking of the Patagonian 
lakes and rivers with fish from the hatcheries of the 
United States, suitable for South American condi- 
tions. The accomplishment of this project necessi- 
tated much hard work in the scientific and diplo- 
matic field, but it was crowned with success, as the 
stocking of the waters in the Argentine has given 
splendid results, and sportsmen, as well as city 
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epicures, are now enjoying in the form of salmon, 
trout, and whitefish, the tangible results of Mr. 
Davis's labors. 

Industrial and business enterprises played an 
important r61e in Mr. Davis's interests, outside the 
immediate demands of his scientific work, his re- 
sponse and sympathy being especially enlisted in the 
pioneer field of developing natural resources. Owing 
to his success in interesting foreign capital, a com- 
pany was floated to develop the water power in the 
Cordoba hills, which has been the means of bringing 
much industrial progress to the city of Cordoba, 
formerly leading a somnolent existence, far removed 
from the sound of turbines and machinery. A 
personal journey through the primitive timber 
regions of Brazil, rich with potential but untapped 
wealth, suggested the idea of forming a developing 
company, which was done; and another excursion 
through the fertile tracts of Matto Grasso convinced 
him of the appropriateness of the conditions of 
climate, soil, and topography for stock-breeding. 
He was one of the first to appreciate the need for 
conserving the wealth of Argentina's large and 
valuable wood lands, and for many years served as 
one of the three commissioners to carry out the 
work of wise preservation. He was instrumental 
in aiding the establishment of a Cooperative Bank 
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for all the employees in the Agricultural Ministry, 
and when it was inaugurated on business lines he 
became its first director. 

To give a character sketch of him as a man and 
to formulate a coldly judicial estimate of his human 
qualities, without appearing adulatory, are extremely 
hard for one who has been under the spell of his 
personality. He came from good New England 
stock, and was typical of his age and the land of his 
birth. It was easy to trace the sturdy blood of his 
ancestors by certain well-defined characteristics: a 
love of work, abhorrence of the unwholesome in all 
its manifestations, a love of justice, aftd intolerance 
of sham or deceit. With him was curiously blended 
aristocracy of taste and sentiment with democracy 
of heart. Cast in heroic mold, physically, mentally, 
and morally, his whole plane of existence seemed 
above the ordinary, yet his most striking character- 
istics were his utter simplicity, modesty, and boy- 
ish good humor, seeming to radiate happiness and 
good will by his mere presence. His staff used to 
say that they knew the "Chief" was in the room 
before they saw him. With no apparent effort to 
please, he gained immediately the affection of the 
humblest peon, as well as the friendship and esteem 
of the mighty. As Director he commanded the 
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sincerest loyalty of all his employees. There was 
always a strong incentive for each one to do his 
best. His infrequent but stinging reproofs cut like 
a whip, but evoked no resentment. His approba- 
tion was a fitting reward for hours of extra service. 
The title of "Chief," instinctively adopted alike by 
staff and friends, expressed their superlative of af- 
fection and respect. His gift as a letter-writer was 
quite unique, when his correspondent chanced to be 
an intimate. This correspondence was extraordi- 
narily frank, and self-revealing, but with no touch 
of "literature." The writer has kept all his letters, 
covering a span of thirty years, and in everything 
he wrote his very self was expressed, with all his 
enthusiasm and joy of life, shot through with a vein 
of humor never far absent from the man in work or 
play. 

In 1889 he went to North America, and on his 
return it was announced that he was bringing a bride. 
There was a wave of silent resentment and jealousy 
in the hearts of his assistants at the thought of a 
woman's absorbing his interest: no more bachelor 
dinners after a hard day's work, nor delightful even- 
ings spent in chat and tobacco smoke. What if she 
should prove some mere butterfly of fashion ? Super- 
men are so often caught by the wiles of vain and 
superficial women. On the day following their 
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arrival, the Chiefs beaming countenance appeared 
at the office door, and with a slight backward nod 
he beckoned the assistants to come out, and they 
were then presented to what appeared to them the 
most gracious lady they had ever met, who fully 
agreed with them that their Chief was "just a little 
bit of all right," or words to that effect. Ere long 
she vas christened secretly among the boys "Mrs. 
Chief," which, had she known, she would not have 
regarded as a mortal insult. 

Marriage, instead of curtailing his interests, 
widened his sympathies, and he became more of a 
big, happy, tender-hearted boy than ever. Their 
wedded life was ideal, and their home became a 
social centre for a coterie of friends, where harmony, 
good will, and good cheer were never wanting. 

Into his amusements he entered with the same 
zest as into his work. His favorite sports were par- 
tridge-shooting and fishing. As a marksman he had 
few superiors, and even when past middle life he 
still felt the tingle of delight when he handled a 
well-balanced gun, and on days appointed for shoot- 
ing he was out before dawn, with all the enthusiasm 
of youth. The true sportsman's tenderness to ani- 
mals, as to children, was none the less an essential 
part of him, and to all the beauties and charms of 
nature his response was keen. Unlike Peter Pan, 
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he grew up, but at that point he stopped short, for 
he never grew old. 

When we who loved him heard of the passing of 
that noble spirit, we silently raised the flag, until it 
stood at half-mast over the buildings so associated 
with his first and most arduous labors. We did not 
mourn that his spirit had been freed, rather rejoiced 
that he had come into his own at last, and shaken 
oflF the shackles of clay that had become burden- 
some. In spite of our relief in knowing of his pass- 
ing, we realized that a presence and an influence 
had gone out of our lives never to be replaced. 
The grounds were hushed that day: 

"The face we looked for was not there, 

The one low voice was mute. 
Only an unseen presence filled the air 

And baffled our pursuit." 
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